
 
 

 
Annual Boat Auction 

Absentee Bidder Rules and Registration Form 
 

All absentee bidder(s)/ bid(s) are subject to the general auction rules as published by the 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum (CBMM) and available online at cbmm.org. Additionally, the 
following rules apply to all absentee bidders/bids: 
 

• Absentee bid(s) will be accepted on all live auction items.  Absentee bid(s) will be 
accepted only on absentee bid form(s) for live auction items, and the required 
information indicated must be provided.  

 
• To be valid, the absentee bid form(s) must be completed, signed, and received by the 

Auction Registrant no later than 3pm Friday, September 4th, 2026. 
 
• All absentee bidders must provide a valid credit card as part of the registration process. 

CBMM reserves the right to pre-authorize the credit card to verify its validity and available 
funds. 
 

• No deposit is required for absentee bids up to $5,000.   Absentee bids exceeding $5,000 
will require a deposit equal to 10% of the maximum bid amount. Absentee bids exceeding 
$10,000 will require a deposit equal to 20% of the maximum bid amount. 

 
• Any required deposit will be applied toward the purchase price if the bidder is successful 

and refunded in full if the bidder is unsuccessful. Failure to complete payment for a 
successful bid may result in forfeiture of the deposit. 

 
• Your bid will be a confidential Proxy bid. An individual CBMM staff member will bid for 

you, as if you were in the crowd bidding for yourself.  
 

• Absentee bids will be offered up to the amount you indicate, or the next lowest amount 
called for at the auction. The attending bidders will open the bidding process, and our 
staff will then bid on your behalf in the same increments that the attending bidders raise. 
If your absentee bid is the high bid at the fall of the hammer, you will pay what the last bid 
is on that item. We will not enter your bid as an opening bid and will not raise the bid to 
your high bid unless bidding increments reach that amount. 

 
• Only the highest Absentee bid by US dollar ($) amount and item number will be included 

in the auction. If two Absentee bidders are bidding on the same lot, only the high bidder 
will be included in the bidding at the Auction.  

 
• In the event of identical absentee bids, the bid received first will take precedence. 

 

http://www.cbmm.org/


 
 

• Successful absentee bidders will be notified promptly following the conclusion of the 
auction on Saturday, September 5, 2026, and will receive instructions regarding payment, 
titling, and vessel pickup. 

 
• Your payment will be processed on Saturday, September 5, 2026, using the credit card 

information provided unless an alternative method of payment (check, cash) has prior 
approval by CBMM.   

 
• Failure to meet the payment requirements will result in forfeiture of the auction prize.     

 

Name________________________________________________________________________________  

Address______________________________________________________________________________  

City___________________________________________ State_____________ Zip__________________  

Telephone (day) ________________________________ (evening)_______________________________  

Email: __________________________________ 

Acknowledgement:   
 
I have registered as an absentee bidder for CBMM’s Annual Boat Auction, and I request that 
CBMM enter bids on the following item(s) up to the maximum price I have indicated on the 
Absentee Bid Sheet.  I understand that if my bid is successful, I will be obligated to pay the 
purchase price, which will be the amount of my winning bid, plus any applicable tax, title, and 
registration fees which are not factored into the winning bid amount. 
 
All absentee bids must be finalized by 3pm Friday, September 4th, 2026.  
 
I understand that CBMM will make every effort to execute the absentee bid as submitted; 
however, CBMM cannot be responsible for any error or failure to execute the bid. These bids are 
to be executed at the lowest price permitted by other bids and in an amount up to but not 
exceeding the specified bid amounts.  
 
 
I have read, understand and agree to the Auction Rules published on CBMM’s website at 
cbmm.org. 
 

Bidder’s Signature _________________________________________ Date_____________________  

  

http://www.cbmm.org/


 
 

 
 

Annual Boat Auction Absentee Bid Sheet Terms & Agreement 
 

 
Date: _______________________ Vessel Number: _________________________________ 

Time: _______________________ Vessel Description: ______________________________ 

Vessel HIN: ___________________________ 

Bidder Name (please print): _______________________________________________________ 
 
Bidders Top Price:  $__________________________________________________________ 
Not including tax, title & registration fees as applicable 
 
Deposit Amount:    $____________________________________ 
 
Driver’s License #:_____________________________________   Date of Birth:_____________ 
 
Bidder’s Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
To register as an absentee bidder: 
 
Read, complete and sign the following documents:  

• Absentee Bidder Rules and Registration Form 
• Absentee Bid Sheet 
• Credit Card Authorization Form 
• Auction Rules 

 
All documents must be executed and submitted to CBMM by no later than 3pm Friday, 
September 4th,2026.  
 
Submissions will be accepted by the following means:  

• Email:   boatdonation@cbmm.org 
• In person:  Boat Donation Program Office: 213 North Talbot St., St. Michaels, MD 

21663,  
• By phone:  410-745-4992 

 
CBMM will not accept or confirm absentee bids via voice mail or mail.  If you do not receive 
a signed confirmation of your Absentee Bid Form from us, your bid is not valid.  
 
  

mailto:


 
 

Annual Boat Auction Credit Card Authorization Form 
 
 
I authorize The Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum to charge the credit card listed below for 
the goods and/or services described in the attached Absentee Bid Sheet Agreement. 
. 
I certify that I am the authorized cardholder and that I have the authority to use this credit card. I 
understand that this authorization will remain in effect until the authorized transaction(s) have 
been completed or until I revoke this authorization in writing, where applicable. 
 
I agree to pay all charges incurred in accordance with the terms and conditions of my credit card 
issuer. I understand that any cancellations or refunds are subject to the published cancellation 
and refund policies. 
 
Cardholder Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Billing Address: _________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code:____________________________________________________ 

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ____________    CVV: _______________ 

Authorized Amount (or "As Incurred"): _See Above Absentee Bid Sheet Terms and Agreement 

 
You must include your credit card information to validate your bid(s).  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for supporting the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum. 
 
 

CBMM Office Use Only 

 

Received By (Printed Name):  ________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _________________________    Time: ____________________________________ 

 

Received By Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 


