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2026 ANNUAL BOAT AUCTION RULES 
 
 
AUCTION DATE & TIME 
 
Date:     Saturday, September 5, 2026 - Rain or Shine 

Tag Sale Opening:    8:30 am 

Auction Start:   11:00 am 

 
AUCTION RULES 
 

1. Bidders must be 18 years or older.  

2. Bidders must register and obtain a bidder’s number. Name, address, phone number, and a valid 

driver’s license are required at the time of registration.  

3. No proxy bids (one person bidding on behalf of someone else), and no third-party payments.  

4. All vessel purchases are subject to MD taxes, registration, and title fees as dictated by the MD 

Department of Natural Resources. Boat dealers must present their Tax Identification Certificate 

and/or Boat Dealer License at time of payment to be tax exempt.   No exception.   

5. All sales are final.  

6. All boats are sold “as is, where is”.  

7. Buyers waive any claims for liability against either CBMM or the donor of property, and neither 

CBMM nor the donor is responsible for any personal injuries or damages to property that may 

result from the utilization of property sold. 

8. Buyers must report to the title office, located in the VLA to pay in full and process title transfer 

between 11:30am and within 30 minutes after final boat is auctioned on Saturday, September 5, 

2026. 

9. Boat title applications will only be completed once payment is received in full (including potential 

docking fees) and the vessel has been removed from CBMM property.  
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10. Trailers (if included) are the sole responsibility of the Buyer.  Some trailers may not include a title.  

CBMM is not an agent of the MVA and cannot transfer trailer titles.   

11. All boats/items must be removed from CBMM grounds ASAP after close of auction and no later 

than 4:00 pm on Tuesday, September 8, 2026. Boats/items not removed from CBMM grounds on 

day of purchase are left at the buyer’s risk.   

12. Boats/items left at CBMM after the deadline will be moved and stored at Buyer’s expense.   

13. If picking up/delivery of a boat by a third party is required, it will be the Buyer’s responsibility and 

expense to arrange said delivery, and to notify CBMM of the arrangements. 

14. Vehicles will not be permitted on campus for the removal of boats until after Close of Auction, 

Saturday, September 5, 2026. Any necessary movement and securing of boats are at the sole risk 

and responsibility of the Buyer.  Buyer must present Bill of Sale and valid driver’s license when 

removing the boat.   

PURCHASING  
 

1. Buyers must report to the title office, located in the VLA, to pay in full and process the title transfer 

between 11:30 am and within 30 minutes after final boat is auctioned off on Saturday, September 

5, 2026. 

2. Payment may be made by cash, credit card or check made payable to: Chesapeake Bay Maritime 

Museum. 

3. As a registered Dealer, CBMM is required to title and register vessels in accordance with the 

policies of the MD Department of Natural Resources.  

4. Vessels that will be principally operated in the state of Maryland are subject to a 6% excise tax, 

$20.00 title fee and in some cases a $70.00 registration fee.  

5. A copy of your Drivers’ License and Wet-Ink Signatures on all sale documents will be required at 

the time of purchase. 

6. Only the owner(s) can complete vessel registration, titling, & payment. 

7. Owners/Purchasers must be at least 18 years of age. 
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AUCTION BIDDING 
 
1. To enter a bid, the bidder raises his number card, directing the signal to the auctioneer.  

2. Bids should be made promptly and clearly.  

3. The highest bidder acknowledged by the auctioneer shall be the purchaser.  

4. In the event of any dispute between bidders, the auctioneer will have sole and final discretion 

either to determine the successful bidder or to re-offer and re-sell the boat in dispute.  

5. CBMM employees are allowed to bid for themselves. 

6. CBMM employees and volunteers may act on behalf of registered Absentee Bidders. See 

“Absentee Bidder Rules” for additional information.  

7. On the fall of the auctioneer’s gavel, title to the boat will pass to the highest bidder, who 

thereupon assumes full risk and responsibility. 

STORAGE FEES 
 

 In-water boats: Free until end of Saturday, September 12, 2026. Any boats remaining at CBMM’s 

docks after this date will be charged with our regular daily slip rental fee at $2/ft/day.   

 Trailered-boats/On-land boats:  Any boat not removed from CBMM’s campus by 4:00 pm 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026, will be moved to CBMM’s storage facility in St. Michaels or Easton, 

MD. beginning Wednesday, September 9.  Vessels remaining in dry storage are subject to a 

weekly storage fee of $30-$50, depending on the size of the vessel.  

Picking up vessels from storage requires advanced notice. Please call the Boat Donation 
Program office at 410-745-4992 to schedule an appointment. 

 
All Bidders are required to sign their acknowledgment of the “2026 Annual Boat Auction Rules” prior to 
being issued a bidder number. 
 

 
I, _____________________________________________ acknowledge that I have read and understand all  

the CBMM Boat Auction rules.  

 
Signature ___________________________________________________        Date ___________________   


